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MEMGRANDUM FOR: The Special Group 


SUB FECT: . Requirements for Fhate Kecon- 
ealeeance of China Lcatsland 


5x1 


i. PROBLE Ss To satisfy istelligence requisemente ta Conimenlat 


hina through serial photo reconnalsaance #ith immediate emphasis 
being placed upon the intelligesce needs of Mainan island and the 
South CMaa border region ia connection with the crisis in Indochine. 
2. FAETS io late Jeane 1961 4 thorough axptanetion of the 
intelligence nestle and operational facters lavalved in the proposed 
Us% overhtight and reconnaissance of Chian madalendt was anbeiitted 
ts the Spocial Group which withheld approval for merxtal photo racon- 
naistance at that. time, 

3. BISCUSSE’N Since that time there have bees chauges in the 
interastional situation a hes produced TALES - 
KEYHO Li photography on atrategic targets in China revealiag 
extensive REO egtablishwents nerth of Laachos in the migsiles fed 
of en order of magnitade comparable ta that found at Kepustin Yar in 


Russia and gurface-to-air wiesile sites around Peiping. 


4, These intelligeace Ulndiags support the thesis of the reference. 


paper, nemely, that the information availeble for t'-z photography in 
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1958, 1999, and 1966 suggested that any systematic phots recom 
aaisanncs af Shise wae ahowet certain ts Keyed extensive wilitery 
ad industetad devetapmsents ef tajor portions and about which we 
were in albmeet total ignorance. They ales strongly support the 
thesia of that paper thal it is immpersant to get this photography 
befors the development ia os iiss defense capability of suiticiest 
weagnitende ty: Chronten the atillastion of the ¢ eo The presences of 
SAM tites ascend Feipiag confirms this ebaaas. Hawes, we do 
aot have any further evidence of S45) sites, wad it ie kellewed that 
the Uek wool oe viakle duriag the lest quarter of bfb1, during which 
tiene thare whewld ba excellent weather conditions generally for phote 
vacoinilewinse, 

$. The Committee on : werbeadt “oconepiseance 


CONCLYBLAN 





has recommended phate reconnaissance af the “hing mainiand in 


ateordance wlth priority targate. | 25X1C 


é. BECUMMERDATE # 1 le recommented that the Special 


Gwoup recummeand approval te conduct w series of -2 fights 






over Cammenist China, frat prierity belag given to fouth Ching and 


Hainan Island te meet the ndode insidest te the Indochina crista 


2 
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wt OPE, 
25X1 
followed by overflights agaivet strategic targets te other parts of 
Ghine in accordance with prigsities alruwiy cetabliched by the 
Jatelligenca Comaswalty. 
Saferimcet 
25X 





HANDLE VIA TALENT <« 
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